The article you've provided discusses the transformations that occur within mental images – the mental representations of objects or concepts that we can conjure in our minds. The author conducted experiments involving subjects who were asked to visualize and draw specific objects, such as a fleur de lys (a stylized flower), a Japanese mask, and others. The purpose was to observe how these mental images evolved and changed over time, both in terms of their details and their overall form.

The article highlights three main types of transformations that mental images undergo:

Disappearance: In this type of transformation, certain details of the image gradually fade away or become unclear. The image loses its distinct features and becomes vague or unrecognizable. This can occur when the subject is uncertain about specific details or when the image lacks clear points of reference.

Abstraction: Here, certain details of the image become less pronounced, but other details are emphasized and become more prominent. The image shifts from representing a specific instance to a more generalized version of the object. This abstraction process can lead to a transformation from a unique image to a more common or typical representation.

Generalization: This type involves the transformation of the image towards a more widely recognized or familiar type. The image gradually becomes more aligned with a standard or commonly held mental representation of the object, which can be influenced by cultural or societal factors.

The experiments and observations presented in the article suggest that mental images are not static but can change, evolve, and be influenced by various factors, including sensory experiences, attention, memory, and the unconscious mind. The author proposes that these transformations might reflect a general principle applicable not only to mental images but also to ideas and concepts in broader contexts.

In summary, the article delves into the dynamic nature of mental images, showcasing how they can change over time and be shaped by a variety of cognitive and perceptual factors. It offers insights into the complex process of mental imagery and its connection to our perceptions and experiences.
